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THE BYZANTINE 
ANNEXATION OF THE . 
ARMENIAN KINGDOMS IN 
THE ELEVENTH CENTURY 


Nina Garsoian 


Te factors emerge from the course of events described in the 
preceding chapters as the major causes hindering all efforts to 
create a stable and centralized state on the Armenian plateau. The first 
was the perpetual centrifugal tendency of the naxarars, whose loyalty 
to their own house rather than to any common ruler was reinforced by 
the fragmented character of Armenia's mountainous setting, which 
isolated the various regions from each other. This absence of unifying 
elements goes far to explain the difficulties of the early Christian 
ArSakuni rulers who were unable to control the autonomous hereditary 
prerogatives of their magnates. It unquestionably underlay to a great 
degree the fragmentation of the medieval Bagratuni, Arcruni, and Siwni 
kingdoms, except for the sole occasion of the “Assembly of Hark*” in 
974, when all the junior rulers supported the senior Bagratuni king, ASot 
III, faced with the threatening Byzantine army of the emperor John 
Tzimiskes. The second factor was any break in the precarious interna- 
tional balance that prevented either of the formidable powers to the east 
and west of the plateau from overwhelming Armenia and annexing it 
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outright. Such a break at the time of the rise of Islam paralleled by the 
retreat of Byzantium had led to the Muslim conquest and subsequent 
oppression of Armenia in the seventh and especially the eighth centuries, 
as we have seen earlier. External conditions had gradually returned to 
their previous equilibrium as the Byzantine armies turned again to the 
offensive in the second half of the ninth century, challenging success- 
fully the power of the declining Abbasid caliphate and especially the 
various Muslim principalities on its eastern border, and thus assisting 
indirectly in the contemporary development of autonomous and even- 
tually independent entities in Armenia after a hiatus of several centuries. 
Unfortunately for these principalities, however, the balance was to shift 
catastrophically, now to the Byzantine side, with the opening years of 
the eleventh century. The threat to the Armenian kingdoms was all the 
greater since the political theory of Constantinople revived under the 
Macedonian dynasty and inaugurated by the emperor Basil I (867-1056) 
recognized no Christian ruler as equal to or independent of the Byzantine 
emperor, and Byzantium's ultimate goal, even when it was masked for 
atime by diplomatic compromises, remained the total incorporation of 
the Armenian realms within the empire. No such common purpose 
united the Armenian kingdoms facing the long-range and carefully 
planned imperialistic policy of Byzantium, which consequently was able 
to carry out its piecemeal annexation of most of the Armenian lands on 
the eve of the advance of the Seljuk Turks from the east. 


The First Phase of the Byzantine Advance: 
The Themes of Taron, Iberia, and Vaspurakan (968-1021) 


The first harbingers of danger from the west appeared in the tenth 
century at the time that the Bagratuni kingdom was reaching its zenith. 
The creation of the Byzantine “theme” or province of Mesopotamia, 
probably as early as A.D. 900, east of the Euphrates River on territory 
that had once been part of Justinian I'S Armenia IV, brought the imperial 
administration within reach of the southwestern Armenian principality 
of Tarón, ruled at that time by the descendants of the Prince of Princes 
Bagarat Bagratuni (ca. 826-851). Soon after this move, the campaigns 
of the Byzantine- Armenian general Yovhannés Kurkuas failed to take 
Duin in 922 and again in 927/8, as we saw in the preceding chapter, but 
in 949 the future emperor John Tzimiskes stormed the great fortress of 
Karin/Theodosiopolis, the anchor point of the Muslim military defense 
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against the empire in the northwest. Although Karin would temporarily 
be conceded by the emperor Basil II to the curopalate David of Tayk' 
in 979, the Byzantine Empire by the middle of the tenth century lay 
along the full length of the western border of Armenia. 

The first intrusion came in the south. The Byzantine emperors had 
already viewed the Bagratuni princes of Taron as their vassals in a 
certain sense since the beginning of the tenth century, for they had 
accepted imperial titles, especially that of strategos, or "governor," and 
stipends from Constantinople, although Tarón kept a degree of auton- 
omy and its rulers sought to maintain uneasy relations with their Muslim 
neighbors as well. With the death of ASot Bagratuni, prince of Taron, 
in 967/8, however, his sons were no longer able to withstand the pressure 
exerted upon them by the empire, which annexed their principality 
outright. The Taronite princes went on to pursue brilliant careers in 
Constantinople for generations to come, but the first portion of intrinsi- 
cally Armenian territory had been lost to Byzantium and reduced to the 
level of an ordinary theme within the imperial administrative system. 

The main thrust of the imperial expansion followed with the 
opening years of the eleventh century, as the emperor Basil II set out to 
reclaim the inheritance of the curopalate David of Tayk'. In three 
campaigns—1001, 1014 (in which he also took advantage of the death 
of King Bagrat of Iberia and Abkhazia) and 1021/2—the emperor retook 
all of the territories he had left to David of Tayk' in 979, including the 
crucial fortress of Karin— which the Byzantines refortified in 1018— 
and the city of Manazkert, conquered from the Muslims by the curopal- 
ate himself, as well as David's own hereditary principality of Tayk‘/Tao. 
These imperial victories brought to Byzantium not only a considerable 
portion of territory taken from the Iberian Bagratids, but also a wide arc 
of lands comprising the western border districts of Armenia and curving 
eastward deep into the central plateau to reach as far as Manazkert north 
of Lake Van. By 1021, if not before, this vastterritory was also absorbed 
into the empire to become the Theme of Iberia governed by an imperial 
strategos as was Taron and with Karin/Theodosiopolis as its capital. 

Simultaneously with the imperial acquisition of the lands of David 
of Tayk' came the tum of one of the main realms of medieval Armenia, 
the Arcruni kingdom of Vaspurakan. In 1003 the last ruler, Senek'erim- 
Yovhannés, the youngest grandson of the first king Gagik I Arcruni and 
the son-in-law of the Bagratuni king, Gagik I of Ani, had shouldered 
aside his nephews in the Arcruni senior line to become the sole king of 
Vaspurakan. As a result of this usurpation, his rule had always been 
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precarious. It became all the more so in the second decade of the eleventh 
century as the plundering raids of various Turkmen groups, some of 
whom were probably in the service of the Iranian Daylamites of 
Azerbaijan, struck at Vaspurakan. Alarmed and weakened by these 
incursions, Senek‘erim-Yovhannés, together with his nephew the 
Arcruni prince of Anjewac‘ik‘, went in 1016 to offerto Basil II the lands 
of Vaspurakan (including some 72 fortresses and 3000 to 4000 villages, 
according to the contemporary sources) in exchange for a vast domain 
farther west on Byzantine territory centered on the city of 
Sebasteia/Sivas to which the former Arcruni king moved in 1021, 
together with his entire family and some 14,000 retainers. Immediately 
after his departure, Basil II, who had sent imperial troops from the 
Balkans to Vaspurakan even before Senek'erim-Yovhannes's offer, 
reduced the Arcruni kingdom to the Theme of Vaspurakan (also called 
Basprakania, Asprakania, or Media) of which Van probably became the 
administrative center. It was governed by a non-Armenian strategos and 
occasionally divided into Upper Media, which probably was formed of 
Senek'erim-Yovhannés's own domain, and Lower Media, which may 
have corresponded to the Arcruni principality of Anjewac‘ik‘ southeast 
of Lake Van, but also included Manazkert north of the lake. With the 
creation of this third imperial theme, Byzantine power was firmly 
established on the Armenian plateau of which it controlled the greater 
part with the exception of the Bagratuni kingdoms in the northwest and 
the surviving portion of Eastern Siwnik* or Baik‘. 


The Annexation of the Bagratuni Kingdoms (1045-1065) 


The Bagratuni kings likewise did not have to wait long for their turn. 
As we saw earlier, Basil II did not take any decisive action against the 
senior kingdom of Ani until the death of King Gagik I, despite his 
victorious campaigns against Iberia and Tayk'. With the Armenian 
king’s death (probably in 1017 rather than 1020, as was formerly 
believed), however, the situation began to deteriorate in the kingdom of 
Ani now split between Gagik I’s two sons, Yovhannés-Smbat and ASot 
IV K ‘aj (the Brave) (1017-1040/1). The elder brother kept the capital of 
Ani with most of the surrounding district of Širak, while Aot IV 
received lands that should have included the city of Duin, but which he 
could not occupy since the city had already been captured by the Kurdish 
Shaddadid emirs coming from Ganja. In spite of the attempted arbitra- 
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tion of the new king of Iberia and the Armenian Kat'olikos, the two 
brothers fought throughout their lives, obviously sapping the stability 
of the realm, especially since ASot IV sought support from all sides, 
including the court of Constantinople, which he visited. The early 
relations of King Yovhannés-Smbat with Byzantium remain unknown, 
but the Armenian king, distracted by his brother's attacks, embroiled in 
territorial quarrels with his kinsman, the junior Bagratid king of Kars, 
and fearful of Basil II’s wrath for the support given by Armenia to the 
Iberian king in his opposition to the imperial reconquest of the domains 
of David of Tayk', was soon left without room in which to maneuver. 
In this critical position, he seems to have had little choice other than to 
resort to a diplomatic move aimed at decreasing the immediate danger 
to his kingdom, but one that would ultimately lead to disastrous conse- 
quences. In 1022 the Armenian kat*olikos Petros I Getadarj went to the 
winter quarters of the emperor Basil II at Trebizond and brought to him 
a will in which the childless king of Ani sought to win a partial respite 
by leaving his kingdom to Byzantium after his death. We do not know 
the immediate results of this action beyond the fact that Yovhannés- 
Smbat was granted the imperial title of Archon, or “Ruler” of Ani and 
Basil II did not live to see the outcome of his Armenian policy. On the 
almost simultaneous death of Yovhannés-Smbat and A3ot IV in 1040/1, 
however, the new Byzantine emperor claimed the kingdom of Ani under 
the terms of the king's earlier will, and the annexation of Bagratid 
Armenia entered into its final phase. i 

The scarce references and contradictory information of the Greek 
and Armenian sources do not allow us to reconstruct the murky details 
or the exact chronology of the fall of the senior Bagratuni kingdom with 
the desired precision. The motives of the personages dominating the 
scene at Ani, including those of the kat‘otikos Petros Getadarj, remain 
enigmatic for the same reasons, as do the policy and indistinct person- 
ality of the last young Bagratuni king, Gagik II, the son of ASot IV, 
whose reign was to last only two years. At Ani, after the death of the 
two kings in 1041, the interests of the regent, the vestis, “overseer or 
steward" Sargis Haykazn, who had received many honors from the 
Byzantine Empire, clashed with those of the powerful Armenian 
sparapet, Vahram Pahlawuni, and his supporters. The Pahlawuni party 
succeeded in bringing the young Gagik II to Ani and in having him 
crowned, but they could not evict Sargis's forces from the citadel of the 
city. Gagik II maintained himself in the Bagratuni capital until 1042/3 
and even fought off a Turkmen attack with the support of the Pahlawuni, 
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but then, possibly persuaded by Sargis, or perhaps fearing the attacks of 
his ambitious kinsman David Anhotin (the Landless) of Lori-Tazir or of 
the Shaddadid emir of Duin instigated by Byzantium, he accepted the 
invitation of the emperor Constantine IX to come to Constantinople. 
Once at the Byzantine court, Gagik II was kept in honorable confinement 
and eventually pressured into relinquishing his rights in Armenia in 
exchange for a domain in Cappadocia, as had been done earlier by the 
Arcruni king of Vaspurakan. In 1044 an imperial army twice failed to 
take Ani, which was protected by its great fortifications. In view of the 
critical situation the kat'olikos, whom the king had left behind as 
governor of the city in his absence, decided, rightly or wrongly, to 
surrender it to Byzantium in 1045, although the "senior citizens" of Ani 
seem to have sought in vain to offer itto the king of Iberia, to King David 
of Lori- Ta&ir, and perhaps even the Kurdish emir of Duin, who may have 
been Gagik II’s brother-in-law. 

With the surrender of Ani on the eve of the Seljuk conquest, the 
Byzantine annexation of the Armenian plateau was all but complete, 
although the imperial army failed to take Duin from the Shaddadids in 
the following year. Ani received a Greek governor, the former strategos 
of the Theme of Iberia, though he was soon to be replaced by an 
Armenian general in the service of Byzantium, Katakalon Kekaumenos. 
The territories of Gagik IP's kingdom were joined to those of the Iberian 
theme, whose capital was moved from Karin to Ani and which now bore 
the name of "Iberia and Armenia" or "Iberia and Ani." The kat'olikos 
Petros Getadarj was soon interned by the Byzantine governor, despite 
his surrender of the capital to the empire. He was summoned to Con- 
stantinople, where he was also honorably received but detained for a 
time like the former king, before being allowed to retire to the court of 
the Arcruni princes at Sebasté (Sivas), where he died in 1058. The 
Bagratid king of Kars, Gagik-Abas, still clung to his realm successfully 
for twenty more years, but even he was constrained to cede his city and 
lands to Byzantium after the Seljuk capture of Ani in 1064, before 
retiring in his turn to a domain in Cappadocia, where he died in 1069. 
The lands of the kingdom of Kars were added to those of the Theme of 
Iberia and Armenia, but this annexation brought little profit to the empire 
as the Seljuks captured Kars in 1065. By the time of the defeat of the 
Byzantine emperor by the Seljuk sultan Alp-Arslan at Manazkert in 
1071, all that remained of the medieval Armenian kingdoms were a few 
fortresses north of Lake Sevan held by the descendants of the Bagratuni 
junior line of Lori-TaSir and the remains of the kingdom of Baik‘ in 
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Eastern Siwnik' shielded by the rugged mountains south of the great 
monastery of Tat'ew. The imperial themes of Taron, Vaspurakan, and 
Iberia-Armenia carved out of the plateau earlier in the century likewise 
did not outlive the imperial defeat and were destroyed by the Seljuk 
invaders. Within a decade after Manazkert, the surviving lines of the 
Bagratuni and Arcruni dynasties settled in Cappadocia had also disap- 
peared. All the heirs had been murdered under circumstances that still 
remain unclear, as does the chronology of their deaths. 


The Administrative and Cultural Transformation 
of Armenia in the First Half of the Eleventh Century 


The transformation of the independent Armenian realms into ordinary 
Byzantine provinces should probably not be viewed as exclusively 
destructive despite its obviously negative aspects. Imperial governors, 
whether Armenian or not, were enjoined to "care" for their province. 
Thus, the strategos of Ani in the mid-eleventh century, who was the son 
of the last king of Bulgaria, saw to the repair and heightening of the city 
walls and the improvement of the urban water system. He even remitted 
a number of taxes at the express order of the ruling empress, as we learn 
from an inscription on the south wall of the cathedral. Some Armenians, 
such as Katakalon Kekaumenos, were appointed governors ofthe newly 
created Armeno-Byzantine themes alongside Greeks or other "foreign- 
ers." Even lesser local authorities, such as the "senior citizens" of Ani, 
glimpsed in the sources at the time of the surrender of the city in 1045, 
seem to have kept a measure of power, although we known nothing 
concerning them beyond their existence. The dismissal of the local 
Armenian forces in 1055 by the emperor Constantine IX, which is often 
blamed for the collapse of the Byzantine defense of Armenia in the face 
of the Seljuk advance, may indeed have been unwise, but it was part of 
the general transformation of the imperial military system from one of 
local recruitment to one increasingly based on the use of mercenary 
contingents. As such, it was part of the reorganization of the army rather 
than a measure directed against the welfare of the Armenians. A number 
of magnates served willingly in the Byzantine administration in both 
civilian and military capacities, as was the case of the Armenian general 
Kekaumenos, named governor of Ani. Even the sparapet Vahram 
Pahlawuni, who had backed King Gagik II to the very end, accepted the 
command of the Armenian forces that accompanied the imperial army 
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in its unsuccessful attack on Duin the very year after the annexation of 
Ani. His learned son, Grigor (Gregory) Magistros, first chose to follow 
the example of the Armenian rulers, surrendering his ancestral domain 
in Armenia to Byzantium and retiring to Constantinople and an estate 
on imperial territory, but by 1051 he had returned home, now as the 
governor of the themes united for his benefit. These Armenian officials 
of the Byzantine Empire were granted a multitude of exalted titles by 
the court of Constantinople in recognition of their dignity and services: 
among others to the vestis Sargis Haykazn; to the princes of Taron, both 
before and after the acquisition of their principality by the empire; and 
especially to Grigor Pahlawuni, magistros, duke and patrician. Even the 
conversion to Byzantine Orthodoxy normally mandatory for all forms 
of imperial service could be waived on occasion, as was done for 
Gregory Magistros. 

Despite the Byzantine taxation and even the subsequent devastation 
of the Seljuk and other Turkmen invasions in the second half of the 
eleventh century, the culture and even the economic development of 
Armenia were not altogether destroyed. The works of the contemporary 
historians, such as Aristakes Lastivertc'i, and the survival of the great 
monastic foundations at Halbat, Sanahin, Tat‘ew, and elsewhere, which 
served simultaneously as centers of learning, testify to the continuation of 
intellectual vitality in Armenia. The evidence for the existence of numer- 
ous scriptoria and the survival of illuminated manuscripts from the 
eleventh century, some relatively crude but others displaying the skill and 
richness of the Gospel of Gagik-Abas of Kars, preserved in Jerusalem, 
provide similar support for the enduring artistic tradition of Armenian 
masters. Ani, sold to the Shaddadids by the Seljuks in 1072 and disputed 
between its new Muslim masters and the increasingly powerful Iberian 
branch of the Bagratuni to the very end of the twelfth century, continued 
to flourish through these multiple vicissitudes well into the thirteenth 
century, and its building and commercial activities did not stop. The 
former capital, along with other Armenian cities, even produced a new 
class of powerful urban merchants, the mecatun (metsatun), distinct from 
the earlier naxarar aristocracy, such as Tigran Honenc‘ (Honents) whose 
inscription of 1215 on the splendid church he had built and decorated in 
honor of St. Gregory at Ani still testifies to his enormous wealth through 
the almost endless list of properties left for its maintenance. 

Finally, it is worth noting that almost all the leaders who sought 
to re-create Armenian principalities on the middle Euphrates and in 
Cilicia at the end of the eleventh century and the early years of the 
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twelfth, after the disappearance of Armenian independence and the 
collapse of imperial rule in the East, had begun their careers in the 
imperial service and usually continued to base their claim to authority 
and legitimacy on their Byzantine official position and titles, even 
when Constantinople could no longer provide them with any support 
and although all were ethnic Armenians. This pattern holds, with only 
a few exceptions, for the greatest of them: Philaretos VaraZnuni 
(Varazhnuni), duke of Antioch late in the eleventh century; and his 
predecessors as dukes of Antioch; Xat‘atur (Khachatur), whose name 
testifies sufficiently to his Armenian origin in 1068; and probably 
Vasak Pahlawuni, the son of Grigor Magistros in 1078-1079. The same 
was true for such lesser local rulers as those holding Meliténé, Tarsus, 
and Maraš (Marash), as well as for the ancestors of the future Rubenid 
and Lambronac‘i (Lambronatsi) dynasties of Cilicia. Armenian 
sources might claim a highly dubious Armenia royal descent from 
King Gagik II for the Rubenid prince T‘oros I once his family was 
established in Cilicia, but even he and his successors well into the 
twelfth century still accepted and wore the exalted title of sebaste 
granted to them by the court of Constantinople. 

Despite these various redeeming features, however, the Byzantine 
annexation of the Armenian medieval kingdoms had an undeniably 
deleterious effect on the country. Not only did it put an end to its 
independence and sovereignty and leave it weakened by the turmoil and 
resentment attendant on the imperial conquest, but it altered the admin- 
istrative and demographic structure of the plateau. Administratively, the 
annexed Armenian kingdoms and principalities seem to have been 
treated as ordinary themes, as we hear of little if any concessions made 
to local customs, although the strategoi bore a variety of titles and 
separate governors were apparently appointed in some of the cities. We 
do not even know the location of the administrative center of the Theme 
of Tarón, and whatever may have been the duties ofthe "senior citizens" 
of Ani, there is no indication that they were in any way important. The 
duties of the strategos were military as well as civilian and we find 
troops were sent from the newly created Armenian themes to serve when 
needed in the imperial Balkan campaigns, thus weakening the local 
defenses even before the dismissal of the Armenian forces in 1055. In 
addition to the governors, the contemporary Armenian historian 
Aristakes Lastivertc'i also mentions “judges” (Armenian datawor) and 
inspectors. These officials, who do not seem to have been under the 
jurisdiction of the local governor, had fiscal as well as judicial respon- 
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sibilities. Despite the occasional remissions, such as the one granted by 
the empress to the inhabitants of Ani in 1055/6, the collection of taxes 
was one of the main purposes of the imperial provincial administration. 
These fiscal policies necessarily increased the economic burden of the 
general population even where occasional privileged members of the 
upper classes continued to prosper. 

The transformation of the Armenian lands under Byzantine dom- 
ination reached deeper than their outward administrative alteration. To 
be sure, the new themes of Taron and Vaspurakan corresponded to the 
earlier Armenian principalities of the same name they had replaced. 
This was also true in a certain sense of the Theme of Iberia, though to 
a lesser degree after the lands belonging to the kingdom of Ani, and 
ultimately those of the kingdom of Kars, were included in it. Even 
where the boundaries of the successive administrative units were iden- 
tical, the territories of the former Armenian principalities could subse- 
quently be altered at will by the imperial authorities. Such were the 
already noted division of the Theme of Vaspurakan into Upper and 
Lower Media and the reunion of the themes of Taron and Vaspurakan 
jointly entrusted to Grigor Magistros in 1051. Lands not belonging to 
an original principality could also be added to it, as was the case in the 
fusion of Lower Media south of Lake Van with Manazkert and other 
centers north of the same lake that had not been part of Vaspurakan 
before its annexation. Even when temporary, these transfers and arbi- 
trary divisions or fusions prevented the new administrative units from 
taking root in the region before they were called upon to face Seljuk 
attacks. They helped to blur the divisions between the earlier principal- 
ities and their sense of identity as well. The vast shift of native 
Armenian population westward from the plateau, as they followed their 
various lords from their homeland to new estates in imperial 
Cappadocia even before the arrival of the Seljuks, undoubtedly in- 
creased the Armenian component of the lands that had once formed part 
of Armenia Minor. Yet it necessarily altered damagingly the demo- 
graphic balance of Greater Armenia, whose transformation had begun 
earlier with the implantation of the Muslim emirates throughout the 
plateau. This gradual transformation was all the more far-reaching in 
that the imperial authorities continued their earlier policy of enforcing 
conformity with the official church of Constantinople in the regions 
under their control. Consequently religious quarrels flared once again 
and the hierarchy of the Armenian Church was perturbed at all levels. 
Its patriarchs were detained or exiled, as were Petros Getadarj and his 
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nephew and successor X a&'ik II (1058-1065), or they preferred to seek 
distant asylums and refuge outside the imperial territory altogether, as 
did the kat'olikos Grigor Vkayasér (1065-1105), elected in Cappadocia 
thanks to the protection of Gagik-Abas of Kars and under whose 
pontificate the Armenian kat'olikate set out on the protracted wander- 
ings that would keep it from its seat on the Armenian plateau for several 
centuries. On the secular side, an exception might be made for the 
kat'olikos's powerful and distinguished father Grigor Magistros, but 
such exceptions were rare. Most of the Armenian nobles who rose in 
the imperial service had willy-nilly to accept the Chalcedonian doctrine 
of the Byzantine Church and found themselves consequently alienated 
from the religious, if not at first from the intellectual, traditions of their 
compatriots. Such policies understandably antagonized the great part 
of the native population as well as the hierarchy of the Armenian 
Church, and the echo of this resentment finds its clear expression in the 
hostile tone of the Chronicle of Matthew of Edessa. 

Hence, even before the effects of the subsequent Turkmen and later 
Mongol invasions could manifest themselves, a profound transforma- 
tion, which their coming would prolong and intensify, had already been 
initiated in the history of the Armenian people. The destruction of the 
native medieval kingdoms helped to create a vacuum of power at a 
particularly perilous moment. More seriously even than the demo- 
graphic change gradually brought about by the growing migration of 
Armenians from the plateau, war, constraint, and the lure of careers to 
be made at the imperial court drained from Armenia the crucial leader- 
ship around which resistance or reconstruction might have clustered. In 
the north, the precedence now passed to the Iberian branch of the 
Bagratuni house, which was entering its most brilliant period in the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries with the reunion of all Georgian lands 
under one rule, but increasingly, linguistic and religious differences had 
been drawing it away from its Armenian kinsmen even before their 
disappearance. In the imperial domains granted to them in exchange for 
their realms, all the heirs of the Armenian royal houses were dead before 
the end of the eleventh century. The tentative successor states to the 
south headed by men of relatively obscure origin, despite the inflated 
claims subsequently made for them, at first had neither the strength nor 
the legitimacy needed to marshal the loyalty of their compatriots and of 
the local population in general except in the distant mountains of Cilicia. 
All had vanished at the end of the first quarter of the twelfth century, 
replaced by Muslims or Latin crusader conquerors. 
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In the century following the disappearance of the medieval king- 
doms, as in earlier times of troubles and foreign invasions, the funda- 
mental religious, social, and cultural institutions of Armenia survived 
the collapse of the political system. The church provided a focus for 
loyalties; the main element of continuity even far from home was 
through the remarkable succession of the patriarchs from the Pahlawuni 
house, who held the kat'olikate, albeit with co-adjutors and faced with 
antipatriarchs, from 1065 to 1203. Their long tenure in such troubled 
times demonstrated that the Armenian tradition of the hereditary patri- 
archate going back to the house of St. Gregory himself still survived. 
The social structure of naxarar Armenia, even where modified by 
external influences, resurfaced in Cilicia. The Armenian language, and 
literature, and the Armenians' consciousness of their identity were not 
lost. Nevertheless, the centers of power shifted radically, and native 
sovereignty vanished from the Armenian plateau for centuries to come. 
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